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17 Dec - Judge in Mumia appeal requests evidence of Castille bias 
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge Leon Tucker filed an order Dec. 7 giving 10 days for attorneys 
for Mumia Abu-Jamal and the Philadelphia district attorney's office to provide input on former 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Ronald Castille's possible violation of a PA Judicial Canon on 
Conduct requiring recusal if there was an appearance of bias or lack of impartiality. 
 
MORE: 
by Betsey Piette 
Tucker is requesting opinions on how this code of conduct applies to Abu-Jamal's appeal and how it fits 
into the U.S. Supreme Court case Williams v. Pennsylvania, upon which the appeal is based.  Lawyers 
must respond by Dec. 17 unless an extension is requested and granted. 
 
Tucker took final arguments on Dec. 3 from attorneys for Abu-Jamal and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  Both agreed they had no additional evidence to submit. The judge's new request is very 
important in that it asks for opinions on how the application of the Judicial Canon on Conduct applies to 
Abu-Jamal's case and how it fits into the Williams case.    
 
The question of possible judicial bias extends to Castille's activities on capital cases — not just as the 
former district attorney — but while he was running for election as a judge or was a judge. 
 
Castille's focus on 'police killers' 
 
Tucker is considering the broader argument that due process requires an unbiased decision maker. Abu-
Jamal's attorneys added this second legal basis to grant the political prisoner new appeal rights in amended 
petitions and oral arguments during an Oct. 29 court proceeding.  They argued that Williams provides a 
specific application of that principle as applied by SCOTUS in a case where the prosecutor later became the 
judge on the same case. 
 
Due process claims based on judicial bias do not require proof of actual bias, only the appearance of bias 
— that "a reasonable observer could conclude that a judge harbored disqualifying bias against the 
petitioner." The question is whether the judge would be neutral or whether there is unconstitutional 
potential for bias. The PA Supreme Court has maintained that recusal is required wherever there is 
substantial doubt about a jurist's ability to preside impartially. 
 
Commonwealth attorneys claim that during months of searching hundreds of boxes of DA records 
documents showing Castille was personally involved in Mumia's case were not found. But the prosecution 
released documents that expose Castille's personal bias on capital cases.  One was a letter DA Castille 
wrote in June 1990 to then Gov. Robert P. Casey, a death penalty opponent, who would not sign death 
warrants. 
 
Urging Casey to "send a clear ... message to all police killers that the death penalty in Pennsylvania actually 
means something," Castille asked Casey to sign death warrants and provided him with a list of capital cases 
where they could be applied.      
 
Abu-Jamal's case was not on the list because his case was still being appealed to SCOTUS. However, Abu-
Jamal's attorneys assert that Castille's letter to Casey targeted Abu-Jamal. His was one of three capital cases 
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at that time involving a convicted so-called "police killer." They charge that this reflects Castille's personal 
involvement in a critical decision in Abu-Jamal's case.  
 
Castille: FOP's 'Man-of-the-Year' 
 
Evidence also surfaced of DA Castille's support for a campaign by former PA State Sen. Mike Fisher 
regarding passage of legislation that would further restrict state appeals of death penalty convictions.  The 
legislation included removal of final approval for death warrants from the governor's office. A status report 
on certain death row inmates that was sent to Fisher included Abu-Jamal's name. 
 
Abu-Jamal's attorneys stated on Oct. 29: "On Sept. 23, 1988, DA Castille wrote directly to Fisher urging 
passage of an amendment to the death penalty law and conveying his fears about the impact of Mills v. 
Maryland." (That U.S. Supreme Court case, a 5-4 decision in 1988, reversed a Maryland Court of Appeals 
death sentence affirmation on the ground that the jury verdict form used was unconstitutional.) Castille 
feared that "Mills may lead to the vacating of scores of death penalties."  Abu-Jamal's appeal contained a 
Mills claim regarding Judge Albert Sabo's improper instructions to the jury, which became the basis for 
overturning his death sentence. 
 
There is ample evidence of other instances of Castille's bias and that he took responsibility for death 
sentences. The Williams decision included citations from news articles quoting Castille bragging about 
putting "45 murderers on death row." Some 36,000 Pennsylvania police officers endorsed him. The 
Fraternal Order of Police gave Castille "Man-of-the-Year" awards, political support and donations during 
his campaign for the PA Supreme Court. 
 
The American Bar Association filed an amicus brief in the Williams case, which noted that Castille was on 
"a crusade against" the Federal Community Defender Organization that represented Williams. The ABA 
notes, "He was incensed by its involvement in state post-conviction proceedings, and even more so by its 
zealotry on behalf of its clients."   
 
Refusal to recuse in Abu-Jamal's case 
 
In 1996 Abu-Jamal appealed his post-conviction challenge to his death sentence and death penalty denied 
by Judge Sabo to the PA Supreme Court over his 1982 conviction by a mostly white jury for the 1981 
shooting of police officer Daniel Faulkner. He also filed a motion requesting that Justice Castille not hear 
the case. The grounds for requesting the recusal were based on Castille's FOP relationship and defense of 
prosecutorial conduct in the face of evidence of significant prosecutorial misconduct. 
 
As a former Philadelphia district attorney, Castille's name appeared on appeal briefs, which argued that 
Abu-Jamal's trial was fair and that evidence against him was compelling. Castille oversaw the legal efforts 
to keep Abu-Jamal on Pennsylvania's death row.   
 
Abu-Jamal's lawyers at that time requested that Castille not deliberate over their client's appeal because of 
his prior role as DA and his long-time association with the FOP, which actively campaigned for Abu-
Jamal's execution. 
 
Arguing that his decision not to step down from the hearing was a "personal one for him alone to make," 
Castille noted that while the FOP endorsed him, it also endorsed four other PA court justices hearing the 
case.  Castille claimed he had never "personally" participated in any aspect of Abu-Jamal's case. Yet four 
years earlier when he ran for the state court, four aides reported that as district attorney, Castille was 
actively involved in death penalty cases, particularly "high-profile cases," of which Abu-Jamal's topped the 
list. 
 
Whether Judge Tucker is genuinely interested in evidence of Castille's inherent bias regarding the class of 
capital cases involving murders of police officers or if he is simply seeking to cover all bases and make his 
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decision appeal-proof remains to be seen.  Due to the long history of this case, Abu-Jamal supporters know 
that reliance on the courts to rule fairly for Mumia is never a given. 
 
Mumia Abu-Jamal is innocent.  A judicial win and granting new appeal rights for him would be a 
significant decision against the widespread policy whereby former prosecutors are elected and appointed as 
judges with the financial and political support of police organizations. 
 
December 27th - Judge grants latest appeal for Mumia Abu-Jamal, in part 
by Kristen Johanson (KYW1060) 
A Philadelphia judge has re-instated Mumia Abu-Jamal post-conviction appellate rights, more than 35 
years after he convicted of killing Philadelphia Police Officer Danny Faulkner in Center City.   
 
City Judge Leon Tucker partially granted Abu-Jamal's appeal, saying former Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Justice Ron Castille should have recused himself from Abu-Jamal's state Supreme Court appeal attempt "to 
ensure the neutrality of the judicial process," but simultaneously said the court found no evidence Castille 
was biased in his decision or had prior significant involvement in the case, as the defense contends.  
 
Abu-Jamal's latest appeal attempt is based on a 2016 U.S. Supreme Court decision involving another 
Philadelphia man, Terrance Williams, who was convicted in a separate murder. The high court ruled 
Castille should have recused himself from that state Supreme Court decision, because he had "personal 
significant involvement" as the city's district attorney.    
 
Castille was the District Attorney when Abu-Jamal was going through his appeal process on the lower-
court level. 
 
Abu-Jamal was convicted by a jury in the murder of Faulker in 1982, and he was sentenced to death. But in 
2011, then-District Attorney Seth Williams decided to ask for life without the possibility of parole, 
following a federal appeals court decision that jurors may have received misleading instructions during the 
trial. 
 
"Justice would best be served by allowing the petitioner (Abu-Jamal) re-argument before the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania," wrote Tucker, "before a complete and clearly unbiased tribunal" or court. 
 
In the court filing released Thursday afternoon, Tucker also pointed to two missing documents brought to 
the court's attention by the defense, which he said should have been held on to by the commonwealth. 
 
The first is a memo from Castille to Deputy District Attorney Gayle Barthold, and the second is a 1988 
letter from then-Sen. Michael Fisher asking about status information on certain capital cases.  
 
"The unavailability of such documents may prejudice petitioner," Tucker added. 
 
The judge also said the commonwealth should have kept all documents related to the case, adding, "It is 
ironic that the commonwealth accepts no responsibility for the preservation of the memo request from Mr. 
Castille yet has been able to retain the responsive document from Ms. Barthold that the memo request from 
Mr. Castille was attached to." 
 
He continues, saying, "The public expectation of impartial justice is necessary. The slightest appearance of 
bias or lack of impartiality undermines the entire judiciary hence the mandate of not only propriety but the 
appearance of propriety." 
 
Abu-Jamal's defense attorney, Judith L. Ritter, said in an emailed statement: "Judge Tucker recognized the 
unconstitutional bias involved with Justice Castille's sitting on the prior post-conviction appeals, and the 
need for a new appeal untainted by such bias. This was a straightforward application of federal and 
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Pennsylvania law requiring cases to be decided by judges whose impartiality cannot reasonably be 
questioned." 
 
Faulkner's widow, Maureen, said Friday that the case has taken so much happiness from her and the 
Faulkner family, and they all just want it to end. 
 
She believes the judge made the "safe" decision and not the right decision in allowing Abu-Jamal to appeal.  
 
"I don't think he followed his heart or his gut," she said, "because I think if he did, he would have made the 
proper decision, by not allowing Mumia Abu-Jamal to be able to go up to the Superior Court judge." 
  
Since Larry Krasner took over as district attorney, Maureen Faulkner said she is uncertain what will happen 
next. 
 
"I think he looks at cases in a different way and I think he's ruling in a different way. So as far as this case 
is concerned, I have no idea whether the DA's office is going to appeal this or whether they are going to let 
it go straight through to the Superior Court judge," she added. 
 
Abu-Jamal has 30 days to appeal to the state Superior Court. 
 
January 2nd - Urgent - Take Action Now for MUMIA! 
On Dec. 27, Common Pleas Judge Leon Tucker issued a ruling favorable to Mumia Abu-Jamal, granting 
him the right to have reheard appeals previously denied by Pennsylvania's Supreme Court from 1998-2012.  
  
The only thing that can stand in the way of this is if Philadelphia DA Larry Krasner caves into pressure 
already being exerted by Maureen Faulkner and the Fraternal Order of Police to appeal Tucker's ruling.  
  
It is urgent that Krasner hear from Mumia Abu-Jamal's supporters to take a stand against the FOP and 
allow justice to proceed.    
  
Mumia Abu-Jamal has always maintained his innocence in the 1981 fatal shooting of Philadelphia police 
officer Daniel Faulkner. His prosecution was politically-motivated because of his Black Panther Party 
membership, his support of the MOVE organization and as a radical journalist. 
  
His trial and subsequent PRCA appeals were racially biased: the prosecution excluded African Americans 
from the jury and trial Judge Albert Sabo declared, "I'm gonna help them fry the n----r." 
  
On Dec. 27, Mumia Abu-Jamal won a significant case before Judge Leon Tucker in a decision granting him 
new rights of appeal. 
  
What you can do:  

o Sign the petition below TODAY and share it widely on Facebook, twitter and email.  We plan to 
take them to Krasner this week so don't delay: actionnetwork.org/petitions/krasner-do-right-by-
mumia 

o Call, email or fax DA Larry Krasner to do the right thing.  Do not stand in the way of justice.  Do 
not appeal Judge Tucker's decision. 

o Remind Krasner: As a progressive attorney you ran for Philadelphia District Attorney on a 
platform that included standing "for justice, not just for convictions."  You promoted reviewing 
past convictions and freeing the wrongfully convicted. In Philadelphia, Abu-Jamal's frame-up 
stands out as the city's most notorious wrongful conviction. 

 
We call on you to cease defending former Philadelphia district attorney and later Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Judge Ron Castille's now-discredited claim of impartiality. It was a people's movement that paved 



 5 of 17 

the way for your election – not the financial backing of the FOP or the establishment including judges like 
Castille.  
  
Show your supporters that your campaign promises meant something.  That your concern for justice 
extends to controversial cases your predecessors held untouchable.  Allow Abu-Jamal to go forward with 
re-arguing his appeals, which Judge Tucker states "would best serve the appearance of justice."    
  
Keep writing and calling Krasner – contacts info:   
email: DA_Central@phila.gov  Phone: 215.686.8000  tweet: @philaDAO 
 
Mail:  
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner 
Three South Penn Square 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3499 
 
17 Dec - Jeremy Hammond In Solitary Confinement and Facing a Transfer 
It’s been a little while since we’ve seen an update on Jeremy and his current situation (previous updates 
can be found at freejeremy.net), and a lot of little things have happened in that time, so his support crew 
decided to write another update to keep everyone informed of what has been going on. 
 
MORE: 
Some of it is positive, but, unfortunately, the overwhelming amount is negative, as it often is in these 
situations. So, without further ado… 
 
Jeremy’s Release Date 
 
Last week, upon checking the BOP’s website, I noticed that Jeremy’s release date had been pushed back a 
significant amount – over a year, in fact. His new release date is now  17 March 2021. Previously, it had 
been February 22, 2020. I did not announce this when it first happened because I had been expecting his 
release date to be pushed back when he was kicked out of RDAP. One of the reasons Jeremy chose to 
participate in RDAP was because it gave him a year off his sentence. Before his enrollment in RDAP, his 
release date was 22 February 2021, and with the time given to him for his participation in RDAP, it was 
pushed forward to 22 February 2020. When he was kicked out of RDAP, I expected his release date to 
change, but it was quite the shock to see it change in the midst of this situation with extra time added on. 
While I cannot be certain, I assume the extra time is punishment for the disciplinary infraction he is 
currently facing. 
 
People can always check for themselves Jeremy’s most current scheduled release date by visiting the BOP 
website and searching for Jeremy via his name or register number (18728424). 
 
Legal Call to Jeremy 
 
As I tweeted on December 7, a legal call was able to be placed to Jeremy. While this was encouraging, and 
it was wonderful to be able to hear his voice, it was discouraging the process that had to be gone through to 
get the call placed. The lawyer who placed the call, Nancy Norelli of Free Anons, who has acted on 
Jeremy’s behalf numerous times in the past, had to escalate her request all the way up to Washington, DC 
to have it honored, being denied numerous times along the way. Also highly concerning was the fact that, 
while this was intended to be a legal call and was requested as such in all correspondence with the BOP, the 
BOP chose not to honor the confidentiality that is standard when clients converse with their lawyers, 
instead forcing Jeremy to call from standard prison phones, which are monitored by the BOP. 
 
Jeremy’s Case Manager 
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Jeremy was recently assigned a new case manager. This, too, is highly discouraging, as it means all the 
letters that were sent to his old case manager pleading with her to let him stay at FCI Milan are now sitting 
with a person who has no power to make decisions on his behalf. Make no mistake – this was most likely 
done intentionally, and new letters will be going out to the new case manager. 
 
Sending Books and Mail to Jeremy 
 
While Jeremy originally thought he was going to be allowed to receive books while in SHU, it now looks 
like that may not be the case, and it may all be because of the whims of one person who got annoyed that 
too many prisoners had the audacity to want books. Jeremy had requested a specific book from a friend, 
and when other SHU prisoners heard that Jeremy was getting books, they also wanted books. This is a 
completely understandable response – prisoners in SHU are often locked in their cells for up to 23 hours a 
day with very little to do. The prison official who manages the SHU became annoyed at the number of 
book requests and instituted a new rule – no books for SHU prisoners. This seems to be a rule that is being 
applied to all prisoners in SHU and not just Jeremy. This is incredibly cruel, not only for Jeremy, but for all 
prisoners isolated in SHU. Jeremy is lucky to have a broad support network and plenty of people to write 
him and help keep his mind occupied. For those that are not so lucky, books serve as not only a form of 
diversion, but as education, comfort, and freedom. Banning books for prisoners already suffering torturous 
levels of isolation is inhumane. There is no other word to describe it. 
 
As for letters, while we know that at least some of the mail that is being sent to Jeremy is reaching him, we 
have no way of knowing if all of his mail is reaching him. Last time he was held in SHU at FCI 
Manchester, a large portion of his mail was withheld and given to him upon his release from SHU. We can 
only hope that all mail that is being sent to him us being delivered. If mail sent to Jeremy during his stay in 
SHU is ever returned to you, please contact me. It is helpful to know if mail is returned so we can watch 
out for mail being improperly rejected or rejected too frequently. 
 
As far as outgoing mail, we strongly believe that mail that Jeremy is attempting to send out is being 
purposely held and delayed by FCI Milan. Jeremy has said that he is sending letters to people, and, so far, 
none of those letters have materialized. With the removal of Jeremy’s phone privileges, this is highly 
concerning, as snail mail is the only way for Jeremy to communicate with people on the outside. (Prisoners 
do not have access to e-mail while in SHU.) While FCI Milan did allow Jeremy to purchase some stamps, 
all the stamps in the world mean nothing if the prison refuses to send the letters he writes. Purposely 
delaying mail is common repression tactic used by prisons to isolate people (especially activists) and 
silence news of both their own activities and the treatment they are receiving during their incarceration. 
Because we know it is happening with Jeremy, it is a situation we will be monitoring closely. 
 
Conditions in SHU 
 
Overall, Jeremy says he is well. He was able to get soap, was given a new pair of pants when they let him 
shower, and they allowed him to purchase some socks and boxers. However, he is not being given a pillow 
and, while it may seem trivial to us on the outside, the lack of a pillow is causing him pain. With no clear 
indication on when he will be released from SHU, it is vital that his health remain good. Medical care in 
prison is substandard at best, with prisoners often waiting years to have the most trivial of problems cared 
for, if they are ever cared for at all. Back problems from poor sleeping conditions could follow Jeremy for 
the rest of his life. There is no reason why he cannot be given a pillow. The BOP’s own program statement 
on special housing units states, “You will receive a mattress, blankets, a pillow, and linens for sleeping.” 
As per the program statement, only mattresses may be removed “during non-sleeping daytime hours as 
‘loss of privilege’ sanction imposed by the Unit Discipline Committee (UDC)/DHO. Removal 
of an inmate’s mattress is otherwise prohibited, absent life or safety concerns as specifically documented 
and authorized by the Warden, or his/her designee.” The program statement says nothing about a pillow, 
and it seems nothing more than yet another deliberate act of cruelty to remove one of the small comforts 
SHU inmates have in an attempt to cause them pain and discomfort. 
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These are all the updates we have for now. While the circumstances remain uncertain and challenging, we 
are still remaining hopeful and Jeremy is remaining strong. Please, keep Jeremy in your thoughts and keep 
writing to him. 
 
December 29th - Jeremy Has Completed His Transfer 
After a week of anxious waiting and worrying, we now know where Jeremy’s final destination will be – 
FCI Memphis. 
 
FCI Memphis is medium security prison in Memphis, Tennessee. I received an email from Jeremy this 
morning and he reports that his commissary privileges have been restored. 
 
Please remember that his birthday is coming up on January 8. Send him a letter to let him know that he is is 
not forgotten! Also please note that with this transfer comes important changes with the rules about books 
and mail. While at FCI Milan, books were allowed to be sent to Jeremy from  private individuals. This is no 
longer the case. All books sent to Jeremy must now come directly from a publisher or distributor (such as 
Amazon, AK Press, PM Press, etc.). Used books from Amazon are fine. In regards to mail, new rules are 
being rolled out across all federal prisons that outline what is and is not acceptable when writing to federal 
prisoners. Please see this post for a list of the new rules, and please follow them carefully, or your letter 
will be rejected and returned to you. 
 
While we are relieved that he has gotten to his final destination and that it happened quickly and that 
Jeremy arrived safely, this is not the outcome that either we or Jeremy wanted. We had hoped that FCI 
Milan would have allowed him to stay so that he could have completed his education, as he was only one 
semester away from graduation, and he was very much enjoying his studies. It is absolutely ludicrous that 
Jeremy was forced to suffer over one month in SHU, loss of privileges, and removal from an environment 
where he was not only learning and actively attempting to better himself, but where he had no other major 
disciplinary infractions, all over the ridiculous charge of accidentally bumping a guard with a door he could 
not see through as he was exiting his unit. 
 
Prisons can, at even the best of times, seem Kafkaesque, but this situation went above and beyond the 
normal levels of absurdity and cruelty. According to the disciplinary hearing officer’s (DHO) report, it was 
the guard who made this situation something it didn’t need to be. When he was accidentally hit with the 
door, it was the guard who escalated the situation by confronting Jeremy, asking, “Do you really want to be 
pushing on me like that?” instead of just accepting that maybe it was an accident caused by the fact that a 
windowless door was opened and he was standing too close. No injuries were sustained, no harm was 
caused, but because there was was “unwanted touching”, Jeremy was charged with assault. All because of a 
door. 
 
This situation is an example of something no bill, no law can ever reform. From the incident itself to the 
aftermath of being denied a chance to see the video that could have cleared his name and placed in SHU 
where his mail was delayed and books were denied on the whim of one man, the system worked as it has 
always worked, as it was designed to work. Prisoners are afforded no rights. In the DHO report, the 
reasoning the prison gave as to why they were upholding the finding of assault was, “The DHO has no 
reason to believe that the reporting officer is not being truthful in their written report, as the staff member 
was merely acting in routine performance of their duties and has nothing to gain from fabrication of the 
charge. [Inmate Hammond], on the other hand [does], in order to avoid the consequences of your actions.” 
In other words, prisons and their representatives never lie, but prisoners do. Prison guards are given the 
presumption of innocence, prisoners are given the presumption of guilt. We see this over and over not just 
within the prison system, but in the wider system of policing and law enforcement – the presumption of 
innocence is given to those in power. How many times have we heard that cops “feared for their lives”? 
And over and over, this presumption results in people suffering and dying and no one ever being held 
accountable. 
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Several years ago, while Jeremy was still at FCI Manchester, there was another incident where Jeremy was 
placed in SHU. There was another threat of a transfer. While he was waiting to find out his fate, the warden 
came to visit and spoke with him. The warden told him, “You’re no longer our problem.” While that 
situation didn’t end in a transfer, I tell this story because it epitomizes not only the way Jeremy is viewed 
by the BOP, but how all prisoners are viewed. They are not viewed as human beings worthy of dignity, 
respect, and basic human rights. They are “problems”. They are subhuman. They are objects to be 
dehumanized, abused, mistreated, and controlled. It is for this reason, and many others, that we fight not for 
milquetoast reform, but for complete and total prison abolition. Nothing less will restore the rights and 
dignity of the millions locked in cages in the US prison system. 
 
17 Dec - Woman who climbed Statue of Liberty in immigration protest found guilty 
An activist has been found guilty of a series of federal crimes after she climbed on to the base of the Statue 
of Liberty this summer to protest against the US policy of separating migrant families and holding children 
in detention. 
 
MORE: 
by Victoria Bekiempis (The Guardian) 
Magistrate judge Gabriel Gorenstein convicted Therese Patricia Okoumou, who goes by Patricia, on 
Monday afternoon after a one-day bench trial in New York, asserting that the protester's political and moral 
motivations did not trump the law. 
 
Okoumou had grown teary on Monday as she told a judge in New York about how the treatment of 
children at the US-Mexico border prompted her to scale the statue in a high-profile protest on the Fourth of 
July this year. 
 
"I wanted to send a strong statement that children do not belong in cages," said Okoumou, on Monday 
morning at the start of her trial at the Manhattan federal court. 
 
But in convicting her, Gorenstein wasn't swayed, saying upon his guilty verdict that if he didn't uphold the 
law simply because of a lawbreaker's motivation, than it would undermine law in general. 
 
"I would violate the oath of my office," he said. 
 
After the trial, Okoumou stood outside the courthouse, thanking friends, her fellow members of the activist 
group Rise and Resist and supporters in an upbeat tone. 
 
"We stand on the right side of the history. I am not discouraged," she said. 
 
"While migrant children who simply came to this country, like our ancestors did, to seek happiness, 
freedom and liberation. Instead of welcoming them like Lady Liberty symbolizes, instead of treating them 
with kindness, what we showed them is cages. So if I go in a cage with them, I am on the right side of 
history." 
 
Okoumou, a Congo-born naturalized US citizen who lives in Staten Island, was found guilty on charges of 
trespassing and interfering with government agency functions, as well as disorderly conduct, in relation to 
her climb. She pleaded not guilty. 
 
The charges collectively carry punishment of up to 18 months behind bars. She will be sentenced at a later 
date. 
 
Okoumou's main concern – as it has been since her climb, when she had to be retrieved by law enforcement 
officers attached to ropes – is the children, she said. 
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Although an executive order last summer reversed the policy of separating children from their parents upon 
crossing the border unlawfully, the Trump administration reportedly continues to do so by various means, 
also detaining children who have crossed the border unaccompanied, in hopes of claiming asylum or 
joining relatives already in the US. 
 
Several thousand migrant minors are being held at a growing detention camp near El Paso, Texas. 
Meanwhile, many children languish in deteriorating conditions on the Mexican side of the border. 
 
And as Trump clamps down on asylum applications, many migrants find themselves in an administrative – 
and humanitarian – limbo. 
 
"It would never happen in my country – we don't treat children like political bait," she said. "I just have had 
nightmares and night sweats." 
 
One of Okoumou's lawyers, civil rights litigator Ron Kuby, asked Okoumou whether she would make the 
climb again. 
 
"Yes," Okoumou replied. 
 
Kalikow did not ask Okoumou – who wore a cobalt dress with the words "Seeking Asylum is NOT a 
Crime" for her court appearance – any questions. 
 
Earlier in the day, opening statements foreshadowed the tenor of the trial – while prosecutors would focus 
on rules, Okoumou's supporters would focus on conscience. 
 
"She knew that what she was doing was wrong and illegal," Kalikow said in his opening statement. 
"Whether one sympathizes with the defendant politically and morally is not at issue in this case." 
 
Kuby responded in his opening that the family separation policy "created in her an imperative to act". 
 
"She did so on America's most important day on America's most important symbol." 
 
Lawyer Michael Avenatti, who has joined Okoumou's legal team, sat in the front row of the gallery. 
 
The prosecution lauded Gorenstein's verdict, calling Okoumou's protest a "dangerous stunt ... that 
endangered herself and the NYPD and US Park Police officers who rescued and apprehended her". 
 
Kalikow said: "The act of climbing the base of the Statue of Liberty went well beyond peaceable protest, a 
right we certainly respect. It was a crime that put people at grave risk. We commend Judge Gorenstein's 
decision to hold Therese Okoumou accountable for her dangerous and reckless conduct." 
 
After the verdict, Hawk Newsome, who heads Black Lives Matter NYC, said: "It's the government versus 
Patricia – it wasn't the people. If it was the people, she would be free." 
 
Avenatti said the verdict was not surprising. 
 
"But sometimes you have to stand on principle. History will be incredibly kind to Patricia," he said. 
 
17 Dec - Growing up black in Omaha included loitering arrest for poet activist David 
Rice 
Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa, former David Rice, was a poet, artist, writer, and civil rights activist. 
Mondo was also affiliated with the Black Panther Party as Minister of Information for Omaha's chapter of 
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the National Committee to Combat Fascism. Mondo's activism with the Panthers led to his conviction for 
the 1970 bombing death of an Omaha policeman. 
 
MORE: 
by Michael Richardson 
Before Mondo's arrest for murder in a case manipulated by the infamous COINTELPRO program of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation he was arrested by Omaha police for loitering. Mondo and ten other people 
were picked up during a police sweep to empty a parking lot. The July 7, 1968 arrest went to court a month 
later. The ten other people all had their cases dismissed for insufficient evidence. Mondo, who was 
covering the police action for the Buffalo Chip newspaper, went before a different judge who found him 
guilty of failure to disperse and fined him twenty-five dollars. 
 
Mondo died in March 2016 at the maximum-security Nebraska State Penitentiary serving a life without 
parole sentence for a crime he said he did not commit. Edward Poindexter, a co-defendant and Chairman of 
the NCCF chapter, remains imprisoned, forty-eight years later. COINTELPRO was terminated by J. Edgar 
Hoover ten days after the Omaha Two trial ended in April 1971. Before his death Mondo, in a prison 
interview, described growing up black in Omaha. 
 
Mondo was educated in Catholic schools and was one of the few black students in class during high school. 
Mondo attended St. Benedict's grade school and Creighton Preparatory High School, an all-boys school. 
"While I was at Creighton Prep I did become aware of some things. I was a member of Young Christian 
Students that started to become aware of civil rights issues." 
 
Mondo asked a white girl from another school that was in his youth group to attend the homecoming dance. 
"That weekend she apparently told some friends. By the time I got to school on Monday it was all over 
Creighton Prep. Being naive and thinking I was one of the boys I'm not feeling it was a big deal but there 
were quite a few people at Prep that thought it was a big deal. People were talking about what they were 
going to do to me or to her. In one class they used the class time to talk about me. They were talking about 
bringing rifles and this kind of stuff. Eventually what happened was her parents told her if she went to the 
dance she would need to find new parents." 
 
"So there were things like that I had to learn about. You can turn back the hands of time on the clock but 
you can't turn real life back. Sometimes I wish I had gone to a predominately African high school but I 
didn't and I had to learn some things. I had to deal with inner conflict, but my attitude is the things that you 
live bring you to where you are." 
 
"I was, I think a junior in high school when I began to truly see that racism and injustice generally might be 
more than just aberrations....I was convinced that the oppression of African people, and other people of 
color, in this country was no accident, no mere flaw in the system." 
 
"I was in Omaha all my life up until the time I got convicted and I had been involved in rights kinds of 
issues when I was in high school, probably seventeen, maybe a little younger and so by the time I was 
eighteen I had already started being watched by the police....I had become accustomed to being 
occasionally followed, seeing cars and police cars go up and down in front of where I was staying. I had 
gotten really good at being able to identify those unmarked cars because there would be a certain way 
they'd be driven and they had certain colors. Colors that were supposed to be inconspicuous, but you know 
nobody in the neighborhood would actually buy a car that color, like a funny brown and brownish green 
and so forth, almost solid camouflage colors, gray. We knew who it was." 
 
In March of 1968, several months before the loitering arrest, George Wallace came to Omaha and held a 
large rally at the Omaha Civic Auditorium. Inside the auditorium, five thousand supporters gathered to 
place Wallace on the Nebraska ballot. Fifty black protesters, including Mondo, were given delegate passes 
by Wallace's security personnel and allowed onto the arena floor where they took up position standing in 
front of the podium, blocking the view of those seated in the front rows. 
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Wallace delayed his entrance for an hour while tension mounted between the protesters and the seated 
Wallace supporters. Jeers, shouts, and booing greeted Wallace from the protesters when he started to speak. 
Wallace snorted: "These are the free-speech folks you know. And these are the kind of folks the people in 
this country are sick and tired of." 
 
The crowd roared in agreement while the demonstrators began tearing up their protest signs and throwing 
the bits of cardboard and stick at the podium. Police moved in on the group while Wallace crowed, "Ladies 
and gentlemen, I want to say that you ought to be thankful for the police of Omaha." 
 
Mondo was in front of the podium when the police assault began. Mondo was spotted by one of the 
policemen he regularly taunted. "We were up front sandwiched between the stage and the Wallace 
supporters. We were heckling, a good line of heckling. Then I saw Duane Pavel come out with a can of 
Mace and gets me right in the face. It knocked me out. Some people rushed me and picked me up and took 
me out of the auditorium. I could hear all hell breaking out but I didn't know what was going on." 
 
The Buffalo Chip described the frenzied scene. "The unarmed demonstrators turned to flee, and the police 
followed them, beating them on the back of the head as they ran. As the demonstrators tried to escape, 
people picked up folding chairs and beat them as they ran by, or threw chairs at them." 
 
The blood rage spilled out of the auditorium into the streets and turned to riot. Mayor A. V. Sorenson said 
in an interview that the police were quick to use their clubs. "Their procedure was to use their clubs at the 
slightest provocation." 
 
The next night Mondo was out talking to angry black residents of the city. Mondo wrote an account of his 
own angst and the mood on the streets for Buffalo Chip. "As I prepare to retire to the bed, I consider the 
animal activities of the Omaha Police Department, the unabashed lying of our news media, and the 
unlimited stupidity of Mayor Sorenson. And I hope that the metal Citizens' Protection sticks, which I am 
passing out, will help the police get the kind of justice they have asked for." 
 
Mondo's taunting of the police marked him for harassment. After Mondo joined the Black Panthers and 
took on local leadership he was targeted by COINTELPRO agents of the FBI. In December 1969, J. Edgar 
Hoover ordered Special Agent in Charge Paul Young to get Mondo off the streets. The bombing murder of 
Patrolman Larry Minard in August 1970 was pinned on Mondo and Ed Poindexter despite a confession 
from a fifteen year-old that planted the bomb. The two men were never again to walk Omaha streets and 
spent the rest of their lives behind bars. 
 
18 Dec - Jalil Muntaqim Denied Parole 
On December 17th, Jalil Muntaqim was again denied parole. This parole will be appealed. Below is a 
statement by Jalil and an article by The Guardian. 
 
MORE: 
As many of you have heard, I was once again denied parole for the tenth time. I was given a 15-month 
denial, essentially because I did not answer a specific question to the satisfaction of the parole 
commissioners, despite the fact that my answer was an honest one. This definitively speaks to the 
arbitrariness and subjectivity of parole commissioners' discretion to decide to release or hold a prisoner. In 
the same regard, it is difficult to know exactly what each of the three parole commissioners want from a 
prisoner sitting before them, especially when honesty is a rare quality in this type of situation. 
 
I am extremely grateful for all of the letters, well wishes and support. This denial will be appealed. 
 
Yours in struggle, 
Jalil 
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December 19th - Former Black Panther, in prison for 47 years, denied release for the ninth time 
by  Ed Pilkington (The Guardian) 
Jalil Muntaqim, a former Black Panther who has been in prison for 47 years, has been told he must spend at 
least another 15 months behind bars having been denied release for the ninth time by a New York state 
parole board. 
 
The three-member parole panel voted this week by two-to-one to keep Muntaqim, AKA Anthony Bottom, 
incarcerated in the maximum-security Sullivan correctional facility in upstate New York. His release had 
been vociferously opposed by the New York City police unions and by the widow of one of the two police 
officers he was convicted of murdering in 1971. 
 
Muntaqim’s ninth denial since he became eligible for parole in 1998 was in stark contrast to the release in 
April of his fellow Black Liberation Army member and accomplice, Herman Bell. At his parole hearing, 
Bell had expressed revulsion for the 1971 killings, saying: “There was nothing political about the act, as 
much as I thought at the time. It was murder and horribly wrong.” 
 
The Guardian in July profiled Muntaqim’s battle to get out of prison almost half a century after he was 
arrested for the murders of the two police officers, Joseph Piagentini and Waverly Jones, in a shooting in 
Harlem. The officers had been drawn to the spot for what they thought was a domestic dispute but were 
then ambushed. 
 
At the time the Black Liberation Army, the armed wing of the Black Panthers, claimed responsibility for 
the attack. Within days, Muntaqim who was then 19, Bell and Albert “Nuh” Washington were arrested for 
the killings. 
 
Muntaqim and Bell were convicted and sentenced to 25 years to life. Washington died in prison in 2000. 
 
The parole board’s denial means that Muntaqim will continue for at least another year to be incarcerated. 
He is among 18 men and women who are still in prison for acts carried out in the 1960s and 70s as part of 
the black liberation struggle. 
 
Since the Guardian reported on their collective plight in July one of the group, Mike Africa, has been 
released on parole from Graterford prison in Pennsylvania. 
 
Mike Africa was allowed out to rejoin his wife Debbie Africa who had also been incarcerated for 40 years 
following a police siege of their black liberation commune in Philadelphia in 1978. Debbie Africa, like her 
husband a member of the Move organization that still exists today, was granted parole in June. 
 
But Mike and Debbie Africa’s success stories remain very rare examples of lenient treatment from judicial 
authorities towards black radicals accused of violent acts dating back decades. Many of those still behind 
bars are ageing and suffering rapidly declining health; the oldest, Sundiata Acoli, is 81. 
 
Muntaqim had been hoping that recent reforms in parole regulations in New York state would work to his 
benefit, particularly after Herman Bell was allowed to leave prison. The changes require the authorities to 
give individualized reasons for refusing parole in cases where the prisoner has been classified a low risk of 
reoffending. 
 
In this case, Muntaqim had been identified as low-risk. He also submitted a lengthy parole packet to the 
board summarizing his mentorship of other prisoners, his educational achievements and other 
accomplishments, and emphasising his remorse for the deaths of the two police officers. 
 
The prisoner will now appeal against the board’s decision. 
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Nora Carroll, an advocate with the Parole Preparation Project who supported Muntaqim in the parole 
process, said that his family and supporters were devastated that he had been knocked back again despite 
meeting all criteria for release. She said: “Jalil is a rehabilitated individual and a great-grandfather who has 
earned college degrees and served as a teacher and role model for other incarcerated people.” 
 
She added: “Jalil has been in prison for 47 years and denied parole repeatedly in spite of his 
accomplishments and his expressions of remorse and acceptance of responsibility for the 1971 murders of 
two police officers.” 
 
Muntaqim’s daughter and only child, Antoinette Russell, who was born six months after his arrest, said the 
outcome of the parole hearing was deeply hurtful but not entirely unexpected. “This has been my life. He 
has been denied so many times.” 
 
Russell said she was baffled why the parole board would think it served any purpose to keep her father in 
prison. “He poses no risk to the public, that’s the craziest part of this. My dad has grown up in prison, he’s 
educated and has degrees. He was 19 when he went inside and now he’s 67 – what possible threat can he 
be, and to whom?” 
 
The Guardian contacted Diane Piagentini, widow of Joseph Piagentini, but did not receive an immediate 
reply. She made her case to the parole board in October when she argued strongly against Muntaqim’s 
release. 
 
“Anthony Bottom never ever should be released from prison. My husband and Waverly Jones are not 
coming home, and Anthony Bottom should never be released,” she said. 
 
22 Dec - 11th Circuit Court of Appeals to hear Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s Appeal 
Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s support committee heard that the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals has called for oral 
arguments on Imam Jamil's Appeal. 
 
MORE: 
They have scheduled it for the week of April 29, 2019. 
 
Imam Jamil and the attorneys handling the appeal were notified yesterday. This is good news. 
 
Imam Jamil Action Network will be discussing future follow up. Please be on lookout. 
 
December 26th - Court Hearing April 2019! 
Imam Jamil Al-Amin (f/k/a H. Rap Brown) has been hounded for more than 50 years for his ability to 
Speak Truth to the wrong, oppression and injustice suffered by humanity, especially the millions of 
descendants of the African Slave Trade in the US—the economic foundation of this country. Since the false 
charges in 2000, he has been denied his human & civil right to speak. Imam Jamil's character & principled 
life is a Light for justice—for All the oppressed: ENJOINING THE GOOD, OPPOSING ALL WRONG. 
He is a Link between the Black Community & the Muslim Community and the Link of Justice for All 
Humanity. He stands for Unity of the entire Muslim Community! He, like many other Freedom Fighters 
from the 1960s, has been hounded ever since—from the US government's COINTELPRO attacks then to 
their continued languishing in US prisons today. Imam Jamil has spent all his adult life standing for human 
good and against oppression: From building Unity between street organizations at Peace Summits across 
the country, to peace in West End Atlanta; Speaking Truth to Power from Alabama, and in the global arena, 
his life embodies Malcolm X: "I'm for truth, no matter who tells it; I'm for justice, no matter who it's for or 
against." 
  
SIGN THE PETITION: kundnani.org/jamilalamin/ 
CALL THE BUREAU OF PRISONS 520.574.7300 
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Legal 
The Legal Campaign to Free Imam Jamil is building a multi-level strategy: within the U.S. court system at 
the state and federal levels and in the United Nations international system of Courts. Imam Jamil's legal 
appeals case, at the state level, challenges to Georgia's factual and circumstantial contradictions, 
withholding of information, manipulations, pressure tactics and outright lies. At the federal level is the 
challenge to the federal government's trampling of Imam Jamil's First Amendment Rights to speak & write. 
The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals has scheduled Oral Arguments for April 2019. 
 
More fundamental than civil or constitutional rights are HUMAN RIGHTS—rights of all human beings, 
regardless of who they are & where they live. The FBI has admitted in 44,000 pages, so far, that it has 
hounded Imam Jamil Al-Amin for more than 50 years—for speaking out against the oppression faced by 
Black & other people inside the U.S. and elsewhere by the U.S. government. El Hajj Malik Al-Shabazz 
(Malcolm X) warned that the U.S. must be taken to the World Court. The US is guilty of violating the 
Human Rights of Imam Jamil, as well as dozens of other political prisoners because they dared to speak 
and stand for justice and right, against oppression and wrong, as well as the rights of the millions of African 
descendants of slavery. 
  
Execution by Medical Neglect 
While Imam Jamil continues to face and fight several physical health issues, his spirit remains strong. 
Prison authorities continue to claim medical care, BUT they are only "monitoring" his condition of 
smoldering myeloma (a form of blood cancer) and treating the symptoms of Sjogren's Syndrome. 
  
TO HELP/FOR MORE INFO: 
IMAM JAMIL ACTION NETWORK 
imamjamilactionnetwork.org 
facebook.com/imamjamilactionnetwork 
Southern 252.907.4443 
North East: 215.738.8807 
Mid-West 216.215.0165 
West Coast: 929.363.6649 
Media Contact: 929.363.6649 
 
24 Dec - New Statements from Rattler 
Rattler has sent a statement to his support committee to share with the public. 
 
MORE: 
These guys <prisoners> were telling me the hoops they have to jump through...Hell they <prison> make 
enough money off of us just being in here. The greed of SOME will be the death of us ALL.  
 
The feds and state knock us down, and kick us when we are down. They do it because they're scared of 
when we get back up, because we're stronger and don't fall for the same tricks. They are SCARED of us 
helping each other. Don't dust yourself off when you get back up. Just smile and let them know you own 
them. 
 
26 Dec - Kojo Bomani Sababu (Grailing Brown) Medical Alert 
Below is a message received by comrades in the Jericho Movement from Kojo Bomani Sababu. 
 
MORE: 
On Thursday, I went to have a routine checkup from medical and my blood pressure was 224 over 124. I 
was taken to the emergency room of hospital by ambulance and stayed handcuffed to a bed until they found 
a method to lower my pressure, which took another day. 
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I was saturated with medicine on my return and had to have bed rest. 
 
My rights were requested if I died. I told them I was muslim and to contact an Imam if such occurred. I feel 
okay at the moment but my neck area is quite stiff. 
 
Pass on the info to the ‘rade's and tell them I am okay momentarily. 
 
Much love to you all! 
 
27 Dec - Days of Rage Patches: Eco-Anarchist and Standing Rock Prisoner Support 
Project 
Days of Rage Patches is an anarchist project that focuses on making vegan, straight edge, green anarchist, 
anti-fascist, queer nihilist, post-left anarchy patches in exchange for funds to support prisoners. 
 
MORE: 
We are always in the process of making new patches and adding them to the current selection. 
 
This is a long-term project in which 100 percent of the funds go to these prisoners. 
 
Days of Rage Patches supports this list of eco-anarchist and Standing Rock imprisoned fighters at this 
present time: Joseph Mahmoud Dibee (bit.ly/2ozUXsO), Brian Vaillancourt (bit.ly/2Q3s5FV), Little 
Feather (bit.ly/2wE6dYF), and Dion Ortiz (bit.ly/2oJ4Dl3). etsy.com/shop/DaysofRagePatches 
 
31 Dec - Court orders sheriff to release Standing Rock docs in pipeline case 
We have exciting news in the Center for Constitutional Rights’ ongoing efforts to provide legal support to 
activists and communities fighting against the Bayou Bridge Pipeline (BBP) in Louisiana, which is the 
southern end of the network of pipelines that includes the controversial Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL). 
 
MORE: 
As Frontlines of Justice readers know, the Center for Constitutional Rights is involved in several legal 
cases as part of these efforts, including the eminent domain lawsuit that recently went to trial and several 
public records cases. On Thursday, in our case seeking the release of records from the St. Charles Parish 
Sheriff's Office in Louisiana relating to travel and activities of personnel sent to assist the law enforcement 
response to protests at Standing Rock in North Dakota, the court of appeals reversed a lower court decision 
and ordered the sheriff to produce receipts related to his employees' travel to North Dakota, as well as to 
search cameras for video footage taken during their time there. In 2016, St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg 
Champagne traveled to North Dakota as head of the National Sheriffs' Association to observe the law 
enforcement response to protests against the DAPL, and later dispatched more of his officers to travel there 
(to the tune of nearly $36,000) to support the production of a pro-law enforcement video series called 
"Know the Truth." The records the court has ordered released will help clarify and confirm what Louisiana 
law enforcement personnel were doing in North Dakota with regard to significant matters of public 
concern. 
 
4 Jan - Living in a Food Desert by David Gilbert 
This article is by Certain Days’ inside editor, political prisoner David Gilbert. 
 
MORE: 
Prison is bad for our health in so many ways: separation from loved ones, daily stress, questionable medical 
care. On the positive side, many of us exercise regularly. But when it comes to nutrition, prison can be a 
wasteland. Diet is a key to avoiding such difficult illnesses as diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart 
disease, which hit African Americans and Latino/as especially hard. Exercise and nutrition also help with 
staying mentally sharp as we age. Most of us know the broad guidelines, such as to have five to seven 
helpings of fresh fruit and vegetables a day – but we don't get that even in a week. While the situation may 
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seem bleak, there's a lot more we can do to help ourselves, both in the choices we make and the policies we 
fight for. 
  
When there's cake in the chow line, almost everyone goes for it, but hardly anyone picks up the weekly 
helping of coleslaw – cabbage is highly nutritious. When we go to commissary, guys haul in the bear claws 
and potato chips but almost never the brown rice. In a way these choices make sense. Deprived of so many 
pleasures, we come to relish the rush of biting into some junk food. Fat, salt, and especially sugar are all 
addicting. That's why food processing companies work to get kids started with the likes of Fruit Loops and 
then calibrate the amounts of sugar, fat, and salt in foods to keep us hooked. Simple carbohydrates such as 
white flour, potatoes, and white rice are also problematic because they break down so quickly to sugar in 
our bodies. 
  
Peer education can make a big difference – that's when some homeboys and homegirls learn the ins and 
outs, and then we all work together as a community. That approach played a major role when we first faced 
the frightening prison AIDS crisis in overcoming the panic, building support for our brothers and sisters 
with AIDS, and getting into the nitty gritty of prevention. We can apply that method to nutrition. Just like 
having workout partners leads to more consistent exercise, we can become positive eating partners. Tastes 
are cultivated; we can learn to appreciate healthier foods – and even to tolerate those overcooked 
vegetables to get some kind of leafy greens into our lives. 
  
While the limitations are frustrating, there are some additional things we can do: 1. Encourage our friends 
to get off junk food – sugared drinks are the worst – and to prioritize whatever healthier options are 
available. 2. Lobby for commissary and package provisions for fresh produce, whole grains, beans, and 
nuts (some commissaries offer multi-vitamins, but we should try to get them with minerals too, which are 
equally important). 3. Push for prison food partnerships with local, preferably organic farmers, and develop 
prison gardens for our own consumption. 
  
Resources: 
For general guidelines 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics / 120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190 / Chicago, Illinois 60606-
6995; 800.877.1600 eatright.org 
 
For the listing of Prison Health News's many helpful articles fight.org/programs-and-services/prison-health-
news  
  
Those who choose a vegan diet in prison can get information from The Guide for Vegan Prisoners / The 
Vegan Society / Donald Watson House / 21 Hylton Street / Hockley, Birmingham, B18 6HJ / UK 
  
Vegan prisoners can also reach out to Support Vegans in the Prison System / 
Post Office Box 18576 / Minneapolis, Minnesota 55418 / supportvips@riseup.net 
 
18 Jan - Metropolitan Anarchist Coordinating Committee General Assembly 
WHAT: General Assembly 
WHEN: 6:30pm, Friday, January 18th 
WHERE: Verso Books–20 Jay Street, Brooklyn 
COST: FREE 
 
MORE: 
The assembly will begin at 7:00 PM, orientation for newcomers begins 6:30 PM. 
 
MACC assemblies are open to all anarchists, antifascists, anti-authoritarians and those interested in 
anarchist ideas and organizing so please invite your friends and share widely! 
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If you haven't attended before, these assemblies are an opportunity to get plugged in with MACC, its 
various committees and working groups, and other NYC based anarchist projects. 
 
There is an orientation before the assembly starting at 6:30 PM for those interested in familiarizing 
themselves with MACC, the history, process and politics that underskirt general assemblies, and anarchist 
ideas. 
 
As with all assemblies, we encourage everyone to come with ideas about what they would like to see for 
future campaigns or actions and what direction they'd like MACC to take in terms of building a more 
powerful, militant anarchist movement. 
 
For more information contact us at info@macc.nyc. 
 
20 Jan - Yiddish Anarchism: New Scholarship on a Forgotten Tradition 
WHAT: Conference 
WHEN: 10:00am – 8:00pm, Sunday, January 20th 
WHERE: YIVO Institute for Jewish Research–15 West 16th Street, NYC 
COST: FREE 
 
MORE: 
Yiddish-speaking Jewish anarchists were one of the pillars of the U.S. anarchist movement before World 
War II. This largely immigrant radical milieu was centered in New York City and opposed capitalism, the 
state, and organized religion. Yiddish-speaking anarchists built militant unions, anarchist newspapers, and 
other organizations to further their cause. Many famous anarchists were linked to this movement, including 
Johann Most, Emma Goldman, Alexander Berkman, and Rudolf Rocker. Yiddish-speaking anarchists 
played a pivotal role in unions like the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union (ILGWU), while the 
Yiddish anarchist newspaper the Fraye Arbeter Shtime (The Free Voice of Labor) was the largest and 
longest-lasting U.S. anarchist publication and formed a significant part of the Yiddish cultural landscape. In 
the 1930s a second generation of bilingual Jewish anarchists emerged, including Sam and Esther Dolgoff, 
and Audrey Goodfriend, whose influence is still felt in today’s anarchist movement. 
 
Despite the importance of Yiddish anarchism to the histories of both the U.S. Left and the Jewish 
community, it has been largely forgotten and written out of historical scholarship. This conference, the first 
of its kind, highlights the emerging new scholarship on the forgotten world of Yiddish-speaking anarchists. 
It brings together an interdisciplinary group of scholars whose multilingual research examines the origin, 
evolution, and contributions of Jewish anarchism in New York City and beyond.  
 
Scholars presenting will include Kenyon Zimmer, Tom Goyens, Anna Elena Torres, Mark Grueter, Nina 
Gurianova, Tony Michels, Reynolds Hahamovitch, Lilian Türk, Diana Clarke, and Anatole Dolgoff. 
 
(Please note: the conference will be conducted in English.) 
 


