
ANIMAL LIBERATION

On July 24th, 2015, Nicole Kissane and 
Joseph Buddenberg were arrested and 
federally indicted for alleged Conspiracy 
to Violate the Animal Enterprise Terrorism 
Act (AETA)—Title 18, U.S.C., Section 
43 (a) (1), (2) (c) and (b) (3) (A). A 
federal grand jury indictment alleges that 
Nicole and Joseph conspired to “travel in 
interstate and foreign commerce for the 
purpose of causing physical disruption to 
the functioning of animal enterprises, to 
intentionally damage and cause the loss 
of real and personal property, including, 
but not limited to, animals and records 
used by the animal enterprises, and caused 
economic damage in an amount exceeding 
$100,000″ by allegedly releasing thousands 
of animals from fur farms and destroying 
breeding records in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Montana, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania. 
The indictment cites specific vandalism of 
fur stores and the liberation of thousands 
of mink and other fur-bearing animals, 
claiming that the two released mink and 
vandalized businesses that used animal 
products throughout the summer and fall of 
2013; drove over 40,000 miles to free almost 
7,000 mink; and did more than $400,000 
worth of damage.

In early 2016, Nicole and Joseph both 
signed non-cooperating plea agreements 
in which they pled guilty to Conspiracy to 
Violate the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. 

On May 2nd, Joseph was sentenced to two 
years in prison, two years of supervised release, 
and about $400,000 in restitution.

In January, 2017, Nicole was sentenced to 21 
months in federal prison and about $400,000 in 
restitution.

NICOLE KISSANE

In her own words, Nicole is, “vegan and 
straight edge. I prefer her/she pronouns and 
try to approach each interaction in life with an 
open mind for positive potential. I am currently 
in love with cacti! Once out, I plan to take 
botany classes and start learning Latin! In 
the mean time I enjoy studying vintage plant 
illustrations.”

Just prior to her 
imprisonment, Nicole 
was “playing with metals 
and taking classes at City 
College of San Francisco 
to explore my love of 
silversmithing. This will 
aid me in making and 
selling my own jewelry 
in the not-so-distant future. Turquoise is my 
favorite stone thus I am reading as much as 
possible about its history in the four corners of 
the Southwest.

One day in the future I would love to build up 
an FJ60 Land Cruiser, to camp my way across 
the Americas.”

JOSEPH BUDDENBERG

Joseph Buddenberg is both an aspiring 
and failed comedian. He enjoys urban 
exploration, small towns, sketch comedy, 
90’s hip hop, and reading philosophy and 
theory. He is currently reading Kafka as 
his life continues on this Kafka-esque path 

of terrorism task forces 
and false accusations. 
His favorite animal 
is the raccoon. While 
imprisoned, Joseph 
had a difficult time 
consistently receiving 
vegan meals. This is but 
one way prison officials 

targeted him (in addition to tampering with 
his mail, reading legal mail, denying legal 
visits, and more). 

In February, 2018, Joseph was released 
from prison to begin two years of 
supervised release.

AETA
The Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act 
(AETA) is a federal law that was passed in 
late 2006, expanding a previous law called 
the “Animal Enterprise Protection Act,” 
and expanding the definition of “animal 
enterprise terrorism.” 

The law was pushed through Congress 
by wealthy biomedical & agri-business 
industry groups such as the Animal 
Enterprise Protection Coalition (AEPC), 



the American Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC) and the Center for Consumer 
Freedom (CCF), with bipartisan support 
from legislators like Senator Dianne 
Feinstein and Representative James 
Sensenbrenner. The new law replaced 
its predecessor, the Animal Enterprise 
Protection Act (AEPA), which had become 
law in 1992.

The language of the AETA covers 
many First Amendment activities, such 
as picketing, boycotts and undercover 
investigations if they “interfere” with an 
animal enterprise by causing a loss of 
profits. So in effect, The AETA silences 
the peaceful and lawful protest activities of 
animal and environmental advocates.

For more information on the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act, check out these 
resources:

https://ccrjustice.org/home/get-involved/
tools-resources/fact-sheets-and-faqs/animal-
enterprise-terrorism-act-aeta

http://www.greenisthenewred.com/blog/
aeta-101

Write Nicole and Joseph:

Nicole Kissane #20651-111
FCI Dublin
5701 8th Street - Camp Parks
Dublin, California 94568

Related information:
supportnicole.com
supportnicoleandjoseph.com

Local group supporting Nicole and Joseph:

NYC Anarchist Black Cross

NYC Anarchist Black Cross is a collective 
focused on supporting US-held political 
prisoners and prisoners of war and opposing 
state repression against revolutionary social 
justice movements.

NYC ABC
Post Office Box 110034
Brooklyn, New York 11211

nycabc@riseup.net
nycabc.wordpress.com
facebook.com/nycabc
instagram and twitter @nycabc

Nicole Kissane
Joseph Buddenberg


