
Who is the MOVE 9?
MOVE is an organization formed in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1972 by John
Africa (born Vincent Leaphart.) The organi-
zation practices the teachings of John A f r i c a ,
who advocated a back-to-nature lifestyle
and preached against technology." During its
35 years, the group has focused on issues
to animal cruelty to police brutality.

In the early 1970s, MOVE members
began to complain of police misconduct
against its members. They argued that
members were beaten by police during
peaceful demonstrations. Many of the vic-
tims were pregnant women, causing mis-
carriage, and young children.

Powelton Village, 1978
During the early years, the MOVE owned

large twin house at 33rd and Pearl St. in
the Powelton Village neighborhood of
Philadelphia. Due to a combination of
neighbor complaints and confrontations
with government agencies, tension began
to increase between the city government
and the MOVE organization. The organiza-
tion believing they were going to be
attacked by police began to arm itself. In
response, Mayor Frank Rizzo ordered a
blockade of the immediate neighborhood,
in order to prevent food and supplies from
reaching MOVE and thus force the mem-
bers out of the house. 

The blockade lasted several weeks, dur-
ing which time residents of a roughly two-
square-block area had to show identifica-
tion to reach their homes. Several hundred
members of the police department were
involved in the action. On August 8, 1978,
Philadelphia police attempted to clear the
house by force. The inhabitants of the
house hid in the basement to avoid police
bullets, and the police flooded the base-
ment with firehoses. 

During the confrontation an officer was
shot and firefighters were wounded by gun-
fire. Police claim they were all shot by
members of the MOVE organization.
Evidence, including weapons and foren-
sics, were provided to show proof of their
claims. But disputing evidence showed that
the officer was shot in the back of the neck
from downward angle, making murder
impossible. 

A few hours following this incident,
Philadelphia Mayor Frank Rizzo had the
house demolished as it was deemed unin-
habitable due to health code violations,
destroying most of the evidence.

On May 4, 1980, a judge pronounced
the nine members of MOVE (the MOVE 9)
guilty and sentenced them for 30-100 years
for the third degree murder of the police
officer.

Osage Avenue, 1985
The MOVE then moved to a house on

Osage Avenue in West Philadelphia. They
continued their back to nature philosophy,
and added a new agenda – freeing the
MOVE 9.

On May 13, 1985, in a failed attempt to
serve arrest warrants on four members of
the group, Philadelphia police became
engaged in a gun battle at MOVE's com-
munal residence. The mayor turned over
the situation to the police commissioner
with the instructions to find a way to arrest
the MOVE members. At this point it
became a police matter and an entry plan
was drawn up under the direction of Police
Commissioner Sambor.

The plan called for a mixture of civilian
and military explosives to be dropped on
the fortification that had been built by
MOVE on top of the house in order to
destroy it. The satchel of explosives, alter-
nately characterized as a "bomb" and an

"entry device," was to be dropped on
MOVE's rooftop structure from a
Pennsylvania State Police helicopter.

The bomb did not significantly damage
the rooftop structure, but did ignite several
barrels of gasoline, clearly marked "fuel,"
starting a fire, which destroyed the entire
block and killed eleven people. City hoses,
deployed as a part of the original entry
plan, were not turned on until forty-five min-
utes after the fire started burning. Ironically,
the city's best firefighting equipment had
been trained on the rooftop bunker all
morning, but "the decision was made to let
the fire burn" in the words of Sambor.
Firefighters on the scene claimed that the
extensive use of hydrant water prior to the
bombing had reduced pressure in the sys-
tem so much that equipment could not be
deployed. Police also stopped firefighters
from taking preventive measures such as
chopping down the wooden connecting
porch roofs by which the fire spread
between adjacent buildings. Police stated
that firefighters were denied access to the
area out of concern for their safety but
there is no evidence that house residents
fired on any rescue workers after the bomb
was dropped.

About ten thousand rounds of ammuni-
tion were fired by the police into the house.
Sixty-two houses burned to the ground;




